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TURK TOPLUMUNUN DEGERLERI VE GOC

Nedim iPEK*

OZET

Gog, kisinin, grubun veya kitlelerin gecici veya daimi statiide yer
degistirmesidir.  Gogleri gergeklestirildigi yone, katillan kisi
sayisina ve sebeplerine gore tasnif ederken serbest ve zorunlu
olmak iizere kabaca ikiye ayrabiliriz. Zorunlu gég, kisi, grup
veya Kkitlelerin kimligini olusturan degerlerini korumak adina
gerceklestirdigi niifus hareketleridir.

Tirk toplumu tarihi siire¢ igerisinde insani degerlere Onem
vermistir. Bu nedenle Tiirk toplumunun hakim oldugu devletlerde
hemen tiim bireylere ve cemaatlere degerleri ile yasama imkani
taninabilmistir. Oysa Osmanli Devleti’nin terk ettigi cografyada
kurulan ulus devletler 6zellikle Tiirk ve Miisliimanlara degerleri ile
yasama imkan1 tanimayacaklardir. Bu noktada ¢esitli kisitlamalar
ve baskilar getireceklerdir. Bu ise 1774 ’den bugiine kadar Kirim,
Kafkaslar, Balkanlar, Afganistan, Irak ve Suriye’den Anadolu’ya
niifus goclerine sebebiyet vermistir.

Bildiride tarihi siireg icerisinde Bulgaristan sahasindan Tiirkiye’ye
yonelik gergeklesen goclerin sebepleri degerler agisinda ele alinip
irdelenecektir.

* Prof. Dr., Ondokuz Mayis Universitesi, Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Tarih Boliimii.
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ZORUNLU iSiM DEGiISTiRME SONRASI
BULGARISTAN TURKLERININ YENI iSIMLERE
YONELIK TUTUM VE TEPKIiLERIi

Neriman ERSOY HACISALIHOGLU*

OZET

Bu tebligimde zorunlu isim degistirme sonrast Bulgaristan
Tirklerinin yeni isimlere yonelik nasil bir tutum ve tepki verdikleri
konusu ele aliacaktir.

Aralik 1984°de Komiinist partisinin Bulgaristan’da yasayan
Tiirklere yonelik ¢ok farkli bir uygulamasi s6z konusu olmustur.
Bulgaristan Hiikiimeti kendi sinirlar1 ig¢inde yasayan biitiin
Tirklerin isimlerini degistirme karar1 almistir. Bu kararin altinda
aslinda Tirklerin Tiirk ve Miisliman olmadiklari, Bulgar olduklari
iddialar1 vardi. Bu siirecte Bulgar medyasi buna yoénelik yayinlar
yaparak Tiirkleri buna ikna etmeye ¢abaladi.

Aslinda bu asimilasyon politikasini 1908 yilinda yeni bagimsizlik
elde eden Bulgaristan kendi sinirlar1 icinde yasayan Miisliimanlara
sadece birkac sene sonra zorla uyguladi. Balkan Savaslari
doneminde Misliman Pomaklar agir baskilar altinda
Hiristiyanlastirilmaya ¢alisildi. Daha sonra siyasi sartlarin
degismesiyle bu adimdan geri doniildii. Fakat daha sonra yasanan
asirt milliyet¢i ve sosyalist rejimler altinda benzer uygulamalara
bagvuruldu.

Bulgaristan’da yasayan Tiirkler ve diger Miisliiman topluluklar
kendilerine zorla dayatilan Bulgar isimlerini donemin el verdigi
imkanlar dahilinde reddetmeye ¢alismig ve farkli tepkiler ortaya
koymustur. 1984-1989 aras1 donemde de c¢ok farkli sekillerde
tepkiler ortaya c¢ikmistir. Bazilar1 isim degisikligine direnmis ve

* Dog. Dr., Istanbul Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Tarih Boliimii.
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hapse diismiis ve iskence gormeyi goze almistir. Bu siiregte bir ¢ok
pasif direnis sekilleri de goriilmiistiir. Bu tepkileri ortaya koymak
amaciyla calismada donemin hatiralar1 ve gog¢menlerle yapilan
miilakatlar ana kaynagi olusturacaktir.

Bulgaristan’da 1984 yilinin Aralik ayinda Tirklerin isimlerini
zorla degistirme seklinde baslayan olaylarin Tiirk basininda ilk yer
almasi1 8 Ocak 1985 tarihinde yani olaylarin baglamasindan kisa bir
siire sonra, Milli Gazete’de yayimlanan haber ile olmustur. “Bulgar
Zulmii” baghkli yazida, Tiirkiye’deki Bulgar gdé¢menleri
Bulgaristan’daki akrabalarmin isimlerinin zorla degistirildigini bir
toplant1 diizenleyerek kamuoyuna ve doénemin Devlet Bakan
Mesut Yilmaz ile donemin Maliye ve Giimriikk Bakani Ahmet
Kurtcebe Alptemogin’e anlatmislardir.*
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1989 GOCU VE BULGAR KAMUOYU

Suzan ERTURK*

OZET

1984-1989 yillar1 arasinda Bulgaristan’daki Todor Jivkov
yonetiminin Tiirk azinliga kars1 giristigi ve “Yeniden Dogus”
stireci ad1 verilen silah zoruyla asimilasyon siyasetine Tiirkler
yillarca biiylik bir direnis gostermis, pek ¢ok kurbanlar vermistir.
1989 yilinin Mayis ayinda gelindiginde ilk olarak Bulgaristan’in
kuzeydogusunda baslayan Tiirklerin kitlesel aglik grevi ve barisgil
protestolar1 karsisinda zor durumda kalan Jivkov, binlerce Tiirkii
Avrupa iilkelerine sinir dis1 etmesinin ardindan, Tiirkiye’yi gog
etmek isteyenlere sinirlarini agmaya davet etmistir. Tiirkiye nin
simirlarmi agmasmin ardindan go¢ hazirligina baslayan Tirkler,
topluca ve demonstratif bir sekilde ise gitmeyi birakmustir. Bu
durum pek ¢ok isyerinin kapanmasi ile sonu¢lanmustir. Kisa siirede
yiizbinlerce Tirkiin Turkiye sinirina yigilmasi karsisinda Bulgar
kamuoyunun verdigi ilk tepki saskinlik olmustur. Ardindan da
strese kapilmistir. Rodoplar bolgesi neredeyse yaridan fazla bir is
giicii kaybina ugramistir. Bulgarlar, Tiirklerden bosalan igleri de
yapmak zorunda birakilmistir. Go¢ edenlere karsi tepki giderek
artmus ve bunlar ‘nankérliik’ ve ‘hainlikle’ su¢lanmiglardir.
Koseye sikisan iktidardaki Komiinist Parti, hem {ilkenin
izolasyondan ¢ikmasi hem de pozisyonunu korumasi i¢in 10 Kasim
1989°da Jivkov’u iktidardan uzaklastirmistir. 29 Aralik’ta aldigi
bir kararla ise, Tiirklerin gasp edilmis olan temel hak ve
Ozgirliiklerinin yeniden iade edilecegini bildirmistir. Bu duruma
bilhassa Tiirklerin yogun olarak yasadiklar1 bolgelerdeki Bulgarlar
bliylik tepki gostermistir. 1989 yilinin sonu ile 1990 yilinin
basinda Tirkler ve Bulgarlar es zamanli olan gdsterilere

* Ogr. Gor. Dr., Kirsehir Ahi Evran Universitesi.
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baslamistir. Boylece Bulgaristan’da gogiin ardindan etnik gerilim
tirmanmis, hatta bir i¢ savasg tehlikesi ortaya ¢ikmustir.

Anahtar Kkelimeler: 1989 gocli, Bulgar kamuoyu, Jivkov
yonetimi,asimilasyon siyaseti, Bulgaristan Tiirk azinlig.



TURK AZINLIGIN GOZUNDEN YENIDEN DOGUS
SURECINE BULGAR HALKININ YAKLASIMI

Nevin TURKER YILDIZ*

OZET

1989 yilinda Bulgaristan’dan Tiirkiye’ye gerg¢eklesen biiylik gogiin
arkasindaki en biiylik faktor hi¢ stiphesiz ki komiinist idarecilerin
1984 kisinda baglattiklari, tim Bulgaristan’daki Tirkleri kapsayan
zorla isim degistirme faaliyeti ve beraberinde getirdigi baskilardir.
Bulgar devletinin bu politikasinin analizi literatiirde genis bir
sekilde yer almaktadir. Bundan farkli olarak yonetilenlerin bakis
acisinin ne olduguyla ilgilenen bu ¢aligma, odak noktasi olarak
politikanin asil muhatabi Tiirklerle o donem devletin asli unsuru
olarak goriilen Bulgarlar arasindaki karsilikli iliskiyi incelemeyi
hedeflemektedir. Bu baglamda donemin politikalarindan iki
toplum ne oranda etkilenmis, birbirlerine dair goriisleri degisiklik
gostermis  mi, devlet tarafindan uygulanmaya ¢alisilan
asimilasyonist politikalara yonelik Bulgar halkinin yaklagimi nasil
olmus gibi sorulara cevap aranacaktir.

Hatiratlara ve derinlemesine miilakatlar yoluyla yapilan
goriismelere dayandirilarak hazirlanmis olan bu c¢alismada
Bulgaristan’daki Tiirk azinlik ile Bulgar halkinin bir nevi
komsuluk iligkileri incelenmistir. Bagsvurulan hatiratlar, donemi ve
yasanilan sikintilar1 hafizasinda iyi sekilde muhafaza etmeyi
basarmus, ilgili politikalar nedeniyle devlet tarafindan hapis
cezasina veya siirgline mahkum edilmis kisilerin eserlerdir.
Miilakatlar da daha ¢ok Giliney Bulgaristan kokenli, gerek kirsal
bolgelerde gerekse sehir merkezlerinde ikamet etmis, hem erkek
hem kadin goriismecilerden toplanan verilere dayanmaktadir.

* Ars. Gor., Kirklareli Universitesi, Iktisadi ve Idari Bilimler Fakiiltesi.
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KUZEYDOGU BULGARISTAN KADINININ ZORUNLU
ASIMILASYONA KARSI MUCADELESI

Zeynep ZAFER*

OZET

Adiniz elinizden almmyor. Aidiyet duygunuz, milli hafizaniz,
benliginiz, gururunuz yok ediliyor, ge¢misinizi “goniilli” olarak,
kendi ellerinizle silmek mecburiyetiyle kars1 karstya kaliyorsunuz.
Sahip oldugunuz tiim degerleriniz altiist ediliyor. Yasatilan sz
konusu acilar iginde kivranan Bulgaristan’daki Tiirk ve Miisliiman
topluluklari, kisa bir siire iginde olgunluga erismis ve atalarmin
miras olarak biraktigi kutsal degerlerine sahip ¢ikabilmek i¢in kars1
koymay1, 6liimiine miicadele etmeye baslamistir.

Zorunlu asimilasyona kars1 kararlilik i¢inde miicadele eden cesur
erkeklerin yaninda yer alan kahraman kadinlarin sayis1 az degildir.
Fakat onlarin bu konudaki onemli katkilari giliniimiize kadar
ayrmtilariyla arastirilip ortaya konulmus degildir. Kadmlar 1970-
1974 ve Aralik 1984 — Ocak 1985 zorunlu asimilasyon siireglerinde
oldugu gibi 1989’un May1s ayinda bu uygulamalara kars1 baglayan
bariscil protestolarda da on saflarda yer alarak ¢ok 6nemli rol
oynamistir. Kuzeydogu Bulgaristan Tiirklerinin diizenledigi May1s
protesto yiirliyilislerinde insanlara karsi ates acgilmig, sehit olan
dokuz kisi arasinda geng bir kadin silahla vurulmus, yiizlerce kadin
yaralanmis, tutuklanmis, iskence ve siddet gormiistiir.

Bu ¢alismada Kuzeydogu Bulgaristan Tiirklerinin 1985°ten 1989°a
kadar zorunlu asimilasyona karsi verdigi miicadelede yer alan
kadinlarin katkilari ele alinacaktir.

* Prof. Dr., Ankara Universitesi Dil ve Tarih-Cografya Fakiiltesi Bulgar Dili ve
Edebiyati Anabilim Dal1 Ogretim Uyesi, zkelesh@gmail.com
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1989 ZORUNLU GOCU ONCESI BULGARISTAN’DAKI
TURK AZINLIGINA UYGULANAN BASKILAR

Hasan DEMIRHAN*

OZET

Bulgaristan’in tarih sahnesine ¢iktig1 1878 Berlin Antlagmasi’ndan
sonra Bulgar milliyetgileri tek etnik kokene dayanan bir ulus
olusturmak igin iilkedeki azinliklar1 tasfiye islemine giristiler.
Bulgaristan kuruldugunda niifusun yarisin1 olusturan, ancak
1920°li y1llardan sonra niifusun %10’una indirgenen Tiirk azinligin
varhigi Bulgar milliyetgileri i¢in iilkelerindeki en biiyiik tehdit
unsuru olarak goriilmekteydi. Bu anlayis dogrultusunda Tiirkler,
Bulgaristan tarihinin farkli donemlerinde katliamlara ugradilar ya
da Tirkiye’ye zorunlu gog¢e mecbur birakildilar. 1984 yilinda
Bulgar komiinist parti iktidar1 Bulgaristan’daki Tiirklerin
kokeninin Bulgar oldugunu iddia eden Yeniden Dogus Siireci
(Soya Doniis) adinda bir kampanya baslatti. Bu kampanya ile
Bulgar komiinist idarecileri Bulgaristan’da asirlardir yasamini
sirdiiren Tiirk varligini inkdr ederek 1984 yili Aralik ayindan
itibaren ii¢ ay icerisinde iilkede yasayan bir milyondan fazla
Tirk’tin isimlerini zor kullanarak Bulgar isimleriyle degistirdi.
Bulgaristan’da Tiirkce yayinlar kaldirildi. Tiirkge konugmak, Tiirk
miizigi dinlemek, geleneksel Tiirk kiyafetleri giymek, Tiirk orf ve
adetlerini yerine getirmek, Tirk milli ve dini bayramlarmi
kutlamak, Tirk olilerini ayr1 Tiirk mezarhi§ina gommek gibi
Tirkliigii ifade eden biitiin ritiieller yasaklandi. Bu baskilar
sonucunda Bulgaristan Tiirklerinin 1989°da anavatana zorunlu
goci gerceklesti.

* Dr. Ogr. Uyesi, Kirklareli Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Tarih bdlimii.
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BULGARISTAN TURKLERININ GOC DEVRI BITTI Mi?
Is the Immigration Era Over for the Turks Of Bulgaria?

Nurcan BAKLACIOGLU" - Haydar EREN AKIN*

OZET

20. yiizy1l Bulgaristan Tiirkleri tarihinde her on yilda tekrar eden
toplu goglerin devriydi. 21. yiizyilda beklenen kiiresel ve yerel
cevresel, siyasi, iktisadi ve toplumsal gelismeler, Bulgaristan
Tiirklerini gerek Bulgaristan siyaseti ve iktisadi baglaminda,
gerekse de Tiirkiye-Bulgaristan iliskileri ve sinirdtesi siyaset ve
iktisat aglar1 baglaminda etkileyecektir. Bulgaristan Tiirkleri
Avrupa ile Tiirkiye arasinda sinirdtesi alanlara dagilmis bir azinlik
ve gogmen toplulugu olarak farkli toplumsal, siyasal ve iktisadi
deneyimler icerisinden gegerken, kiiresel krizler, kiiresel emek ve
sermaye hareketleri, ve yeni devlet yapilar1 karsisinda go¢ disinda
ne tiir stratejiler gelistirebilir, nasil bir politika sGylemi ve stratejisi
ile bu meydan okumalarla bas edebilir sorusu 6nem kazanmaktadir.
Sunum, farkli disiplinlerin ve farkli yaklasimlarin bakis acilaridan
yola ¢ikarak 21. ylizyilda olas1 gocler ve bu goglerin azinligin
siyasal ve toplumsal mekanizmalariyla devre disi birakilma
olasiliklarmi da sorgulayacaktir.

Anahtar Sézciikler: Bulgaristan, Bulgaristan Tiirkleri, Avrupa,
Tiirkiye, Go¢ Devri

ABSTRACT

Twentieth century was the era of recurring mass immigrations that
took place every decade in the history of the Turks in Bulgaria.

* Prof. Dr., Istanbul Universitesi / Tiirkiye.
* Uzman, The French National Centre for Scientific Research / France.
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Global and local, environmental, politic, economic, and social
developments expected in the twenty-first century would affect the
destiny of the Turks in Bulgaria from the point of view of Bulgarian
politics and economy, Turkish-Bulgarian relations, and
extraterritorial politics and economy relations. As a minority and
an immigrant group scattered in the extraterritorial areas between
Europe and Turkey, Turks in Bulgaria have been experiencing
different social, political, and economic experiences; and questions
such as what kind of strategies can be developed apart from
immigration against new state structures, and how these challenges
can be answered with a political discourse and strategy became
important during global crises, and global labor and capital
movements. This proceeding, emerging from different points of
view of different disciplines and different approaches, will
question probable immigrations of the XXI. century, and the
possibility of these immigrations become dysfunctional with the
political and social mechanisms of the minorities.

Keywords: Bulgaria, Turks of Bulgaria, Europe, Turkey,
Migration Period
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BULGARISTAN CUMHURIYETIi’NDE AZINLIKLARIN
TEMEL HAK VE HURRIYETLERI

Sirin TABANLI*

OZET

1980°lerin ikinci yarisindan itibaren yasanan gelismeler,
Bulgaristan Cumhuriyeti’nde yiizyillardir varligini siirdiirmiis olan
Tirk azinhiginin kaderini derinden etkilemistir. Komiinist rejimin
yikilmasmin ~ ve uluslararasi arenada yasanan yapisal
degisikliklerin akabinde, azinliklarin temel hak ve Ozgiirlikleri
baglaminda onemli degisiklikler vuku bulmustur. Bulgaristan
Cumhuriyeti’nin 1991 Anayasasi, séz konusu temel hak ve
hiirriyetlerde 6nemli ilerlemeler yaratmustir. Ayni zamanda,
iilkenin Birlesmis Milletler kuruluslar1 ile Avrupa Konseyi’nin
hazirlamis oldugu ¢esitli insan haklar1 sézlesmelerini imzalamis
olmas1 bu duruma ivme kazandirmustir. Isbu bildiriyle, Bulgaristan
Cumbhuriyeti’nde var olan azinliklarin temel hak ve ozgiirliikleri
yasal mekanizmalar gercevesinde incelenmektedir. Isbu bildirinin
bulgular;;  ozellikle Bulgaristan  Cumbhuriyeti’nin 1991
Anayasas’’na, Avrupa Insan Haklar1 Sozlesmesi ile Avrupa
Konseyi’nin Ulusal Azmliklarin  Korunmasi i¢in Cerceve
Sozlesmesi’'ne ve bu hukuki mekanizmalarin iilkedeki
uygulanmalarina dayanmaktadir.

* Avukat.
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TURKEY AND ITS BALKAN NEIGHBOURS: THE EU
FACTOR

Dimitar BECHEV*

ABSTRACT

Over the past decade, Turkey has stepped up its engagement with
the Balkans. Though former Yugoslavia grabs most headlines, the
most important economic partners are the three EU member states
in the East: Romania, Bulgaria and Greece. Turkey looms large in
those countries’ politics and foreign policies, as they sharing a
border with it and are home to sizeable Turkish minorities. The
presentation argues that both the geography and recent historical
experience explain for this state of affairs. It highlights factors such
as migration as well as the expansion of the EU which has lowered
barriers to trade between Turkey and its Balkan neighbours. Lastly,
looking at the case of Bulgaria in particular, the talk explores how
concerns about migration from third countries across the Turkish
border has shaped national policy at the EU level.

* Prof. Dr., Center for Slavic, Eurasian, and East European Studies (CSEEES),
dimitar.bechev@gmail.com

12


mailto:dimitar.bechev@gmail.com

BULGARISTAN TURKLERININ 1989 GOCU:
TOPLUMSAL, PSIKOLOJIK VE SIYASAL ETKILERI

1989 Migration of Bulgarian Turks: Social, Psychological and
Political Effects

Emin ATASOY*

OZET

Calismada bir yandan deetnizasyon ve etnosid olgularinin
kavramsal ¢ercevesi ¢izilmis diger yandan da Bulgaristan
Tirklerine deetnizasyon ve etnosid uygulandi mi1 sorularia yanit
aranmistir. Bu ¢aligmada 1989 yilinda Bulgaristan Tirklerinin
Bulgaristan’dan Tiirkiye’ye yaptiklar: zorunlu kitlesel gdciiniin
nedenleri, gelisimi, kapsami, etkileri ve sonuglar1 tartisilmustir.
Ayrica bu ¢alismada 1989 yilindaki etnik gb¢ dalgasinin politik,
demografik ve sosyo-kiiltiirel boyutlar1 tartisilmistir. Bu ¢ok
boyutlu zorunlu gogiin insani ve etik boyutlarini irdelemek, hem
Bulgaristan hem Tiirkiye agisindan toplumsal ve siyasal etkilerini
ve yansimalarimi ortaya koymak bu makalenin yazilma
nedenlerinin basinda gelir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Etnosid, Deetnizasyon, Bulgaristan Tiirkleri,
1989 Gogii

ABSTRACT

In the study, the conceptual framework of the cases of de-
ethnization and ethnoside was drawn, on the one hand and the
answer to the question of whether de-ethnization and ethnocide

* Prof. Dr., Bursa Uludag Universitesi, Egitim Fakiiltesi. eatasoy@uludag.edu.tr
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was applied to the Bulgarian Turks was sought, on the other. In the
present study, the reasons why the Bulgarian Turks were forced to
a mass migration from Bulgaria to Turkey in 1989, its
development, scope, impact and results were discussed.
Furthermore, the political, demographic and socio-cultural
dimensions of this ethnic migration wave in 1989 were discussed.
Examining the humanitarian and ethical dimensions of this multi-
dimensional forced migration and revealing the social and political
effects and reflections in terms of both Turkey and Bulgaria are the
principle reasons of this article.

Keywords: Ethnocide, De-ethnization, Bulgarian Turks,
Migration of 1989
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ASIMILASYON POLITIKALARINDAN ZORUNLU GOCE
GIDEN SUREC: BULGAR KOMUNIST PARTISI’NIN
TURK AZINLIGA BAKISI VE 1989 ZORUNLU GOCUNE
GIDEN SUREC

Nuri KORKMAZ*

OZET

Bulgaristan’in ilk kuruldugu dénemden bu yana Tirkler iilke
giindeminde &nemli bir yere sahip olmuslardir. Demografik
yapinin Bulgar hiikiimetinin istedigi gibi olmadigr durumlarda
Tiirkler uygulanacak siyasetin ilk hedefi olmuslardir. Ikinci Diinya
Savasi sonrasi kurulan diizende iktidara gelen Bulgar Komiinist
Partsi’nin iilkedeki Tiirk azinlikla ilgili uygulamis oldugu siyaset
hala tartisiimaktadir. Tktidara geldigi ilk désnemde Tiirklere cesitli
haklar veren Komiinist Parti daha sonra bu haklar1 geri almakla
kalmamig, Osmanli Devleti ile Bulgaristan ve Tirkiye ile
Bulgaristan arasinda imzalanan anlagmalarla Tiirklere verilen
haklar1 geri almiglardir. Bunu Tiirklere yonelik yogun bir
asimilasyon siyaseti ve zorunlu gég takip etmistir. Bu siire¢ daha
once farkli agilardan ele alinmig olmasina ragmen konuya Bulgar
Komiinist Partisi yetkililerinin bu kararlar1 almis oldugu gizli
Politbiiro toplantilarinin tutanaklari incelenerek
degerlendirilmemistir. Bu ¢aligmanin amaci, 1990 sonrasi siirecte
Bulgar Devlet Arsivleri’nin yayinlamis oldugu belgeler 1s181nda
Bulgaristan Tiirkleri’ne yonelik kabul edilen siyasetin hangi
ortamlarda tartisilarak kabul edildiginin incelenmesi olacaktir.
Donemin Bulgar yonetiminin Tiirklere yonelik bakisinin
demografik kaygilar ve Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin etkisi ile farkl bir boyuta
ulastigi ve bunun neticesinde Tiirklerden 6nce zorunlu isim

* Dog. Dr., Bursa Teknik Universitesi, Uluslararas: iliskiler Boliimii.
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degisimi daha sonra da zorunlu go¢ ile kurtulmayi amagladigi
tartigilacaktir. Bu amagla Bulgaristan Devlet Arsiv Belgeleri ve
ikincil kaynaklardan yararlanilacaktir.
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POLITICAL ACTIVITY OF THE TURKS IN POST-1989
BULGARIA

Yelis EROLOVA*

ABSTRACT

From November 10, 1989 to the present day, under the conditions
of a new democratic government in Bulgaria, but also of a strong
communist heritage in all public sectors, the Bulgarian citizens of
Turkish origin, as well as other ethnic and religious communities,
received a constitutional right to ethnic and religious self-
determination, and equal civil rights. Turkish political participation
has evolved into specific dimensions. On January 4, 1990, the
Movement for Rights and Freedoms (MRF) was established under
the leadership of Ahmed Dogan. Officially, this party is not
considered ethnic because of a legal ban on formation of ethnic
parties, but over the past 30 years it has been a main representative
of the majority of Turks and Muslims in the country and, at certain
times, it has strongly influenced national domestic and foreign
policy and economy. The emergence of other ‘Turkish’ parties,
such as the ‘Democratic Party of Justice’ in 1994 (under the
leadership of Nedim Gendzhev), ‘National Movement for Rights
and Freedoms’ in 1996 (under the leadership of Gliner Tahir),
‘Democratic Wing Movement’ in 2003 (under the leadership of
Osman Oktay), ‘People's Party for Freedom and Dignity’ in 2012
(under the leadership of Kasim Dal), ‘Democrats for Responsiblity,
Freedom and Tolerance’ in 2016 (under the leadership of Liitfi
Mestan), and civic organizations such as ‘European Vision for

* PhD, Assistant Professor at Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with
Ethnographic Museum — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 6A Moskovska st., 1000
Sofia, Bulgaria.
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Ethnic Tolerance’ in 2000 (under the leadership of Ergin Emin),
and so on aimed at demonopolizing the MRF's political national
and local participation, have created new but limited alternatives to
the local Turkish and Muslim communities. The MRF's still retains
its role as a leading political actor representing the Turks of
Bulgaria. This paper draws attention to the factors, parameters and
consequences of the political activity of the Turkish community at
national and local levels, as well as the forms and ways of its
political mobilization.

Keywords: Turks of Bulgaria, political participation, political
monopolization and demonopolization
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TURKS IN BULGARIA, MIGRATION WAVES AND
CONTEMPORARY TRANSBORDER RELATIONS

Mila MAEVA*

ABSTRACT

The paper presents observations and analyzes on the contemporary
transborder relations between Bulgaria and Turkey through the
eyes of two Turkish groups - those in Bulgaria and the emigrants
who left Bulgaria during the totalitarian regime and settled in
Turkey. The target groups were selected as an object of the study
because they are related in one or another way with both countries.
The research is based on ethnographic fieldwork conducted in
Kardzhali, Haskovo, Sofia and Shumen in 2014-2019 period
conducted with classic ethnographic methods such as in-depth and
semi-structured interviews, participant observation, case studies
and autobiographical stories of the interlocutors. On one hand, the
interlocutors focus on the transborder relations between the two
countries. On the other hand the study draws attention to the
cultural and social contacts made by Turkish groups on the border
between Bulgaria and Turkey and the mutual contemporary
influences in everyday and festival culture.

* Associate Professor, Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with
Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,
mila.maeva@yahoo.co.uk.
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SON DONEM BULGARISTAN GOCUNUN UZUN
DONEMLI PSIKOLOJIK ETKILERIi

The Long-Term Psychological Effects of Last Migration from
Bulgaria to Turkey

Ayla HOCAOGLU UZUNKAYA*

OZET

Amagc: Bu aragtirmanin amaci son donem Bulgaristan Gogiinii
(1989) yasayan kadinlardaki travma etkisinin, gocii dogrudan
yagamamis yetigkin donemdeki ¢ocuklarinin psikolojik sagliklari
iizerindeki etkisini incelemektir. Yontem: Veri toplama araclari
olarak Travma Maruziyet Olgegi, Olay Etkisi Olcegi-R, Kisa
Semptom Envanteri, Diinyaya iliskin Varsayimmlar Olcegi, Ailede
Koruyucu Etkenler Olgegi kullanilmistir. Arastirma, son donem
Bulgaristan gogline maruz kalmis 41 yas ve tizerindeki (gog
sirasinda yetiskin olan) kadinlar (n=160) ve onlarin 16-27 yas
arasindaki (go¢ sirasinda en fazla 2 yasmnda olan) cocuklari
(n=160) ile yuritilmiistir. Bulgular: Arastirmanin sonuglart,
zorunlu go¢ yasantisiyla ilgili travma etkisi fazla olan kadinlarin
cocuklarinin psikolojik belirtilerinin daha fazla olduguna isaret
etmektedir. Ailedeki koruyucu etkenlerin varhigi ve temel
varsayimlarin korunmasi ise psikolojik saglik agisindan koruyucu
olmaktadir. Sonu¢: Gd¢ yasantisinin olumsuz etkilerinin azalmasi
icin gd¢ sonrasi giicliklerin azalmasma iliskin devlet
politikalarmnin yiiriitilmesi ve yalmizlik duygularini azaltmak
amaciyla go¢menlerin bir araya gelebilecekleri gruplarin ve
dayanisma merkezlerinin olmasit gerekmektedir. Ayrica gog
yasantilarmin sonraki kusaklardaki etkilerini inceleyen daha gok
arastirma yapilmasi 6nemlidir.

* Aras.Gor. Dr., Izmir Katip Celebi Universitesi.
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Anahtar sozciikler: gog, travma, travmanin aktarimi, Bulgaristan
Gogl

ABSTRACT

Objective: The aim of this study examine the effects of women’s
who live Last Bulgarian Migration (1989) traumatic impacts’ their
children psychological health in adulthood. Method: Trauma
Exposure Scale, Impact of Event Scale-R, Brief Symptom
Invantory, World Assumptions Scale, The Inventory of Family
Protective Factors were used as instruments. This study was
recruited women (n=160) who had lived Last Bulgarian Migration
at least 41 years old (who is adult during migration) and their
children between 16-27 years old (who is max 2 yeras old during
migration). Results: Results show that children of women who
have most traumatic impact related migration have most
psychological effects. Protective factors in family and basic
assumptions are protective in terms of pschological health.
Conclusion: It is necessary groups and centers of solidarity to
decrease feeling of loneleness and rectuiting goverment politics to
decrease post-migration living difficulties. Also it is important to
recruite more study which examine migration experience effects
on next generation.

Key words: migration, trauma, transmisson of trauma, Bulgarian
Migration
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REMEMBERING THE EXODUS: NARRATIVES OF 1989
MIGRANTS FROM BULGARIA TO TURKEY AND
THEIR GROUP IDENTIFICATION STRATEGY

Magdalena ELCHINOVA*

ABSTRACT

The paper discusses narratives about the 1989 exodus of Bulgarian-
born Turks to Turkey that have been heard and recorded by the
author between 1995 and 2015 in Istanbul, Edirne, and Izmir, as
well as in a few small settlements in northeastern Bulgaria. The aim
of the discussion is to show that these narratives have been used as
a tool for constructing a positive group image of the Turks of
Bulgaria in immigration. The author observes a tendency towards
standardization of these stories in the course of time. The stories
are classified in two categories — public (for public use) and private
(told in the family or among close friends), each of them
characterizing with particular features. These features are analyzed
in the paper, along with the impact of the place of re-settlement,
the social characteristics of the narrators and the particular time set
in which they are told, on the structuring of these narratives.

* Prof. Dr., New Bulgarian University, Department of Anthropology,
melchinova@nbu.bg.
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1989 YILINDAN SONRA iKi VATAN ARASINDA GOCE
TABI TUTULANLAR VE KALANLAR (1989
GOCMENLERI VE KALANLARIN OYKULERI)

Behrin SHOPOVA*

OZET

1984-1985 wyillar1 arasinda diizenlenen ancak basarisizlikla
sonuglanan  Bulgaristan’da  Tiirklerin  etnik  asimilasyon
girisiminden birkag yil sonra komiinist idare, bilimsel
aragtirmalarda “etnik temizleme”, “Biiyiik gezi”, “Zorunlu goé¢”
olarak adlandirilan toplu gé¢ kampanyasi diizenliyor. 1989 yilinin
Mayis ve Agustos aylar1 arasinda yilizbinlerce Tiirk, dogduklari
evleri baski {izerine terk edip komsu Tiirkiye’ye goce zorlaniyor.
Bu, Ikinci Diinya Savasi sonrasinda Avrupa’da yasanan bir
iilkeden baska bir iilkeye en biiyiikk go¢ olayidir. Rapor, 1989
yilindan sonra Tiirkiye’ye gog edenler ile Bulgaristan’da kalanlarin
kisisel hikayelerini konu aliyor. Gog¢ edenler, yakin ancak yine de
bilinmeyen Tiirk “vatanda” uyum sorunlariyla karsilasiyor,
Bulgaristan’da kalanlar ise Oniimiizdeki yillarda insan ve
vatandaglik haklarmin korunmadigi bir ortamda go¢ etme
hayallerini beslemeye devam ediyor. S6z konusu iki model
hikayelerin analizi tarihi ve etnografik yontemle yapilacaktir.

* Dr., Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Bulgaria. behrin@abv.bg.
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TRANSBORDER COMMEMORATIONS OF THE MASS
EXODUS OF BULGARIAN TURKS IN 1980s: TIME
FRAMES, SOCIAL MEANINGS, AND MEMORY
PATTERNS

Nikolai VUKOV*

ABSTRACT

Alongside its overlapping with the approaching anniversary after
the political changes of 1989 and the end of the communist period,
the 30" anniversary of the forced migration of Bulgarian Turks
from Bulgaria to Turkey is notable also with the fact that it
epitomizes also a generational turn — the change of the generation
of witnesses with that of their descendants. This symbolic meaning
of the anniversary raises a series of issues about the persistent
memory of this traumatic event and its various manifestations three
decades after the mass exodus. Among them, one can point, for
example, the changes in the commemoration of this event over the
years and with the changes of generations; the sites of memory that
have appeared as a result of the commemorations at sites of trauma;
the steady narratives that have crystallized in recounting of
traumatic events, alongside the new recourses to memory of the
younger generation. Together with the political meanings and uses
that have surrounded the memory of this mass migration over the
years, there is also a variety of commemorative forms that have
developed during the three decades and that are indicative of the
changing meanings and narratives about these traumatic events.

The current paper will revisit the mass exodus of Bulgarian Turks
from the perspective of transborder commemorations as an

* Associate Professor, Ph.D., Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with
Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (IEFSEM-BAS),
nikolai.vukov@gmail.com
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analytical concept that binds together the crossing of multilayered
borders — spatial, political, temporal, as well as biographical and
psychological ones. Putting this mass exodus into the context of
other forms of mass migration and forceful expulsions in the
Balkans, the paper will emphasize on the specific form of
commemorating trauma via crossing back the political frontiers
and reaching back to the sites of origin (one’s own, or that of
ancestors). The presentation will outline three specific aspects of
transborder commemorations — those related to the time frames of
the commemorative meetings, their social meanings and the
patterns of memory, with a separate emphasis on the involvement
of younger generations. By analyzing these aspects, the paper will
discuss on broader terms the impact of the migration on the
contested policies of identities and memorizing the event in the
Bulgarian cultural milieu in the 1990s and 2000s.
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BULGARISTAN GOCMENLERININ TURKIYE’DEKI
YERLESME DAGILISINI ETKILEYEN FAKTORLER

Distribution agents of the settlements of immigrants from
Bulgaria to Turkey

Beycan HOCAOGLU*

OZET

Osmanli vataninin bir parcasi olan Balkanlar yarimadasindaki ilk
ciddi toprak kaybi olan 1877-78 Osmanli — Rus harbinin ardindan
Bulgaristan’dan Tiirkiye’ye gocler fasilalar halinde giliniimiize
kadar slirmiigtiir. 93 harbi felaketinin ardindan meydana gelen
kitlesel goclerin akabinde Balkan savaglarinin yarattigi gé¢ dalgasi
ve daha sonra Bulgaristan’in komiinist rejime girmesinin ardindan
1950’1, 70’li ve nihayetinde 89 yilinda meydana gelen gog
hareketleri bu siire gelen goglerin kitlesel halde gerceklesen ve
hafizalarimizda kazinan en 6nemlileridir. 19. yiizyildan giiniimiize
devam eden go¢ dalgalarmin yarattigt en 6nemli sorun da hig
siphesiz go¢menlerin Tirkiye’deki iskanidir. Giliniimiizde
Bulgaristan gé¢menlerinin  dagilisina  baktigimizda o6zellikle
Istanbul, Bursa, izmir ve Tekirdag gibi dort ilde toplandiklarmni
goriirliz. Go¢gmenlerin dagilisindaki bu kiimelenmenin nedenleri
calismanin asil amact olmakla birlikte goclerin yiizyillik gelisim
siireci igerisinde go¢men isk@nlarinin nasil bir dagilis
gerceklestirdigini ve siirec igerisinde nasil bir degisiklik gdsterdigi
iizerinde durulacaktir.

ABSTRACT

The Russo-Turkish war of 1877 which was the first remarkable
retreat of Ottomans from Balkan Peninsula is also the beginning

* Dr. Ogr. Uyesi, Izmir Katip Celebi Universitesi, Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimler
Fakdiltesi Cografya Boliimii, beycan.hocaoglu@ike.edu.tr
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point of the long lasting emigration from Bulgaria to Turkey. The
disastrous retreats of Ottomans of 1877 and 1913 from the Balkans
and Communist regime which took the power between 1944 and
1989 in Bulgaria creates major emigration waves destined to
Turkey. One of the main results of these long lasting emigration
waves was the settlement problems of the asylum seekers in
Turkey. Today the Bulgarian immigrants are clustering mainly in
four major Turkish provinces of Istanbul, izmir, Bursa and
Tekirdag. The distribution pattern of Bulgarian immigrants and the
change of that pattern over time is the main focus of this study.
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1989 GOCUNU HAZIRLAYAN NEDEN VE GELISMELER
Reasons and Factors Causing the 1989 Bulgarian Emigration

Ali DAYIOGLU*

OZET

Bulgaristan Prensliginin kuruldugu 1878’den ‘sert asimilasyon
politikasina’ son verildigi 1989°a kadar Bulgaristan yonetimlerinin
tlkedeki Miisliman-Tirk azmlkla ilgili uygulamalarina
bakildiginda, sistemli bir sekilde siiregelen baskici bir devlet
politikasmin uygulandigi goriilmektedir. Bu donem igerisinde,
1919-1923 Bulgaristan Cift¢i Partisi ve 1944-1947 Vatan Cephesi
iktidarlar1 donemi gibi azinliga yonelik baskic1 uygulamalarin ¢ok
azaldig1 ve azinliga ¢esitli haklarm tanindigi donemler s6z konusu
olmussa da, Bulgaristan yoOnetimleri ana hedef olarak dilsel,
kiiltirel ve etnik bakimlardan tiirdes bir ulus-devlet yaratmaya
yonelmislerdir. Bulgaristan yonetimleri bdyle bir amaca ulasmada
en bliyiik engel olarak goriilen azinliklardan kurtulma, bunun igin
de ya asimilasyon politikalar1 uygulayarak onlar1 g¢ogunluk
icerisinde eritme, ya da gog¢ ettirme politikasi izlemislerdir. Todor
Jivkov yonetimi tarafindan “Biiyiik Gezinti” olarak adlandirilan
1989 Gogti, goc ettirme politikasinin en ug ve dramatik érnegini
olusturmustur. Bu calismada, Avrupa’da ikinci Diinya Savasi
sonrasi donemin en biiyiik zorunlu gé¢ii niteligindeki 1989 Gogiinii
hazirlayan neden ve gelismeler tartisilacaktir.

* Dog. Dr., Lefke Avrupa Universitesi, lktisadi ve Idari Bilimler Fakiiltesi,
Uluslararas liskiler Boliimii, Lefke 99728, KKTC, (adayioglu@eul.edu.tr) ORCID
ID: orcid.org/0000-0001-5018-511X
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Anahtar Kelimeler: Bulgaristan, Miisliiman-Tiirk Azmlik,
Asimilasyon, Bulgaristan Komiinist Partisi, Todor Jivkov, 1989
Gocll.

ABSTRACT

Examining the Bulgarian administrations’ practices regarding the
Muslim-Turkish minority, from the establishment of the Bulgarian
Principality in 1878 to the end of ‘harsh assimilation process’ in
1989, it is possible to say that the Bulgarian administrations used
repression as a systematic state policy. During this period, albeit
brief periods when many constraints were removed and various
rights were granted such as during the Bulgarian Agrarian Party’s
rule between 1919 and 1923 and the Fatherland Front’s rule
between 1944 and 1947, the Bulgarian administrations aimed to
create a linguistically, culturally and ethnically homogenous
nation-state. To this end, the Bulgarian administrations pursued a
policy of eliminating the minorities, who were seen as the biggest
obstacle to a homogenous state by either implementing
assimilation policies and dissolving them in the majority or forcing
them to emigrate. The 1989 Migration, which was named as “The
Grand Excursion” by the Todor Zhivkov administration, was the
most extreme and dramatic example of such a forced migration
policy in contemporary history. In this study, the reasons and
factors that determine the 1989 Migration of Turks, which is the
biggest forced migration of people in Europe since the Second
World War, will be discussed.

Keywords: Bulgaria, Muslim-Turkish Minority, Assimilation,
Bulgarian Communist Party, Todor Zhivkov, 1989 Migration.

29



“STRANGERS AMONG OWN PEOPLE”: STORIES OF
REGULAR BORDER CROSSINGS OF THE TURKS
FROM BULGARIA

Slavka KARAKUSHEVA®

ABSTRACT

As a result of the complex politics of both Bulgarian and Turkish
nation states towards the Turkish minority in Bulgaria, a huge
number of the latter moved to Turkey in different migration waves
during the whole XX c. The biggest one was in the summer of 1989
when still with fresh memories about the assimilation campaign,
hundreds thousand left their homes and the familiar social milieu
behind and were compelled to adapt to a relatively new political,
cultural and social environment. Some of them settled in different
cities mainly in Western Turkey, others — unable to adapt —
returned to Bulgaria within a few months, and a third part never
left for Turkey. Irrespectively of what country people chose to
(re)build their “homes”, they established relations and networks
over the frontiers and sustained transnational connections of
various kinds — family and relative bonds, friendships, business
initiatives.

Movements over the state borders continued in both directions after
the fall of the Berlin Wall as well. They were encouraged by the
relatively liberal migratory regimes towards the Turks in/from
Bulgaria that both countries maintained by 2007. Recently
however, 30 years after the exodus of 1989, statistical data have
reported migration increase in certain regions in Bulgaria,
populated with majority of ethnic Turks, while articles in press

* Asst., Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski (Bulgaria)/ Centre for Southeast

European Studies, University of Graz (Austria), slavka.karakusheva@gmail.com
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have informed about “returning” of those who had migrated to
Turkey before. Although there are various forms and reasons for
this so called “return”, the proposed paper attempts to explore the
mobility trajectories of a group of people who cross the state
borders on a regular basis but also cross the boundaries of the
statistical categorization. They neither “return” to the places of
their origin, nor fully remain at the places where they settled, but
establish and reorganize their lives in both locations. Thus, the
research looks at the emotional alongside the rational factors
behind the individual or the family motivation for bilocal
residency. Based on an ethnographic fieldwork, it explores “the
destiny of the migrant” — what it means to “be at home” at both
places, “to miss the other one” while staying at any of them but
also to feel a “stranger among own people”. The paper discusses
the degrees of acceptance and the markers of estrangement that the
Turkish migrants from Bulgaria experience in both societies.
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GOC SONRASI BULGARISTAN’DA YASAYAN
TURKLERIN BULGARLAR iLE SOSYAL
ILISKILERINDE DONUSUM

Ramazan BICER*

OZET

Tirklerin Balkanlardaki varligi, eski caglara dayanmaktadir.
Ancak  Osmanlilarin  Balkanlara  ulagmasiyla  birlikte,
Bulgaristan’da ciddi bir Tiirk varligi ve egemenligi olusmustur.
Tiirkler, Balkanlarda bircok medeniyet izleri ve kiiltiir eserleri
birakmistir.  Yaklasik bes yiiz yil ydnetiminde tuttugu
Balkanlar’dan ¢ekilmesiyle birlikte, Balkanlarda kalan Tiirkler,
blyiik bir zulme maruz kalmis ve ciddi bir asimilasyon
girisimlerine ugramis olmakla birlikte, var olma ve kimliklerini
yasatma miicadelesi vermisler ve 6z benliklerini korumuslardir.
Son yillarda Bulgaristan yonetimindeki degisimler ve gelisimler
dogrultusunda, Tiirklere ¢ok onceleri verilen ama hi¢ yirirliikte
olmayan haklar, 2012 yil1 itibartyla yeniden glindeme gelmis ve
Bulgaristan Parlamentosu tarafindan Komiinist donemde Tiirklere
yapilan baskilar kinanmigtir. Siyasi gelismelerin 6tesinde Ehl-i
Stinnet ve Bektasi/Alevi gruplarin olusturdugu Miisliiman Tiirk
toplumu, uzun yillar Bulgar kokenlilerde birlikte yasamis, sosyal
hayatta  birliktelik ~ yapmus, arkadashk  ve  evlilikler
gerceklestirmistir. Bu ¢alismamizda, gb¢ sonrasi sosyal hayatta
birliktelik, arkadaslik ve evliligin Bulgaristan Tiirkleri tarafindan
nasil degerlendirildigi iizerinde durmaktayiz.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bulgaristan, etnik baris, Tiirkler, Bulgarlar,
sosyal iligkiler.

* Prof. Dr., Sakarya Universitesi flahiyat Fakiiltesi, rbicer@sakarya.edu.tr
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ULUSLARARASI GUC iLiSKiLERi BAGLAMINDA
BULGARISTAN TURKLERININ 1980’LERDEKI
TOTALITER POLITIK SIDDETi ANMA
ETKINLIKLERININ CESITLI BOYUTLARI

Vildane DINC*

OZET

Sunumda birinci olarak Bulgaristan Tiirklerinin diizenledikleri
anma etkinlikleri kisaca tanitilmaktadir. Tkinci olarak, sz konusu
anma etkinliklerinden dogrudan politik siddetle ilgili olanlar,
uluslararas: gii¢ iliskileri baglamma yerlestirilmektedir. Ugiincii
olarak, bu anma etkinliklerinin ¢esitli islevleri ve sorunlari
tartistlmaktadir. Son olarak, anma etkinliklerini daha islevsel
kilmak i¢in ¢esitli 6nerilerde bulunulmaktadir.

* Ogt. Gor., Uludag Universitesi, vildane.ozkan@gmail.com
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BULGARISTAN TURKLERININ KULTUREL
HAKLARINA ILISKIN BAZI TESPITLER

Some Determinations on Cultural Rights of Turks in Bulgaria

Fatma RODOPLU*

OZET

Kiiltiir, Bulgaristan Tiirklerinin etnik kimliginin en 6nemli yap1
tagidir. Bireyin ve toplumlarin kiiltiirel kimligi zaman igerisinde
dil, din, gelenek, goérenek gibi ortak degerlerin birlesmesiyle
olusur. Bugiinkii Bulgaristan Devleti kurulduktan sonra
Bulgaristan’daki Tiirkler kendine 6zgii ve kimliklerinin baslica
gostergesi olan bir kiiltiir yaratmuglardir. Zaman igerisinde sosyal,
ekonomik ve siyasi olaylarim etkisiyle Bulgaristan Tiirk kiiltiiriinde
gelisim ve degisim meydana gelmistir. Bulgaristan Devletinin
iilkedeki Tirklerin kiiltlirline yaklasimi siyasi iktidarlara bagh
olarak degisim gdstermistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bulgaristan, Tirkler, Kiiltiir

ABSTRACT

Culture is the most important building block of the ethnic identity
of the Turks in Bulgaria. The cultural identity of the individual and
societies is formed over time by the integration of common values
such as language, religion, tradition. After the establishment of the
current state of Bulgaria, the Turks in Bulgaria have created a
culture that is unique and a major indicator of their identity. As a
result of the social, economic and political events, the development
and change of the Turkish culture in Bulgaria has occurred. The

* Ars. Gor. Dr., Trakya Universitesi Balkan Arastirma Enstitiisii
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Bulgarian state's approach to the culture of the Turks in the country
has changed depending on the political powers.

Key Words: Bulgaria, Turks, Culture
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